
HOMILY 4th Sunday of Lent  
Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
 
Jesus notices the blind man. 
 The man in the gospel is blind since birth, and he has no complete idea of the realities 
around him. He lives in darkness and just hoping someday, somehow he will come to see the 
beauty of the world. It is difficult to live in darkness and more difficult to be accused that his 
physical defect is a result of his sins or his parents’. Because he is being treated as a sinner, 
nobody takes him seriously. He has been on the street for so many years and only on this day, a 
man named Jesus, pays attention to him and gives him the chance to see. Jesus takes notice 
what the world seems to ignore, the destitute of our society. 
 Lenten season invites us to open our eyes around us and not simply to focus only on 
ourselves. One of the practices of lent is almsgiving aside from fasting and prayers. This is the 
concrete application of our love of God when we come to love others specially the strangers 
and the marginalized. One thing that I appreciate in our parish, there are many members who 
are really open to help. In the gathering space, there are different envelops and appeal for 
different causes every month and I can see many are responding. That means, we have the eyes 
of Jesus, which recognize the needs of those who are poor and living in misery. We can see 
them because our hearts can feel, our hearts move us to reach out to other. In doing so, we 
become extension of God’s presence in this world…. And the world is no longer hopeless 
because of the kind-hearted people who are present here. 
 
The blind man sees Jesus gradually. 
 For a long time, the images of this world dwell in his imagination. But after the miracle, 
he slowly recognizes everything around him. Behold the beauty of the world he lives in! But 
beyond the unfolding of colors and shapes before his eyes, that man gradually sees the identity 
of Jesus. At first, Jesus was just a man who happens to be on the same place, but after the 
miracle he testifies before the authority that Jesus is a prophet. And on his second encounter 
with Jesus, he acknowledges him as the Son of Man and Lord. This man simply allows Jesus to 
work in his life, and be part of his life… it is his faith and total trust in Him that lead this man to 
believe in Jesus. 
 In just a day, after the miracle, the former blind man has that strong conviction about 
Jesus. He stands for what he believes in even under pressure from authority and from his 
family. How I wish we could be the same… that we can stand for the Christian values that have 
been taught to us. The devil works double time and temptations are everywhere. There are 
many pressures to set aside our faith in exchange for material gains or personal pleasures. But 
we’ve been Catholics for so many years, and it expected that we have profound understanding 
of God and maybe we have developed strong personal relationship with Him. Hope at this 



point, we can be considered as God’s loyal friends, faithful children, or true disciples who are 
ready to defend our faith and show our love for God. 
 
Pharisees are spiritually blind. 
 The man was born blind, but he could see the truth that Jesus is God. On the contrary, 
the Jewish leaders have good eyesight, but they are not able and are unwilling to see the truth 
about Jesus. They know the laws of Moses and the scriptures, yet they refuse the teachings of 
Jesus and the signs given by the prophets about Him.  They have witnessed so many miracles by 
Jesus, yet their amazements still end with negative reactions against Him. They are spiritually 
blind. Such an unfortunate situation indeed: to have eyes and not being able to see! 
 Physically our eyes can see clearly. But some of us focus more on the ugly things about 
people. That’s why gossips prosper everywhere. Our eyes notice only bad experiences, yet 
seldom recognize the simple and meaningful events in life. That’s why we are always 
depressed. There are countless blessings in life, yet we count the curse. That’s why we are not 
happy. God is very much alive, yet we do not see him doing wonders in our life. That’s why we 
are losing our faith. And why we are seemingly blind? Because we are only using our eyes, but 
we fail to use our heart. When we see through the heart, we will discover beauty and 
happiness. We can feel the presence of God. 
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